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(1) 
The Lnreafonableneſs and Impiety 


P Q P E R  B 


In a Second Letter written upon the Diſcovery 
of the Late PLOT. | 


STR, 


Ou are pleaſed to tell me that my laſt Letter has 
had fome good effett z and that many who were 
before carried away with the falle colours of the 
Romiſh Religion, arenow a little awakened,and 

ſcem not unwilling to examin things, which they took 
formerly upon truſt : and therefore you delire me, ſince 
you are not Maſter of {o much ſpare time your elf, to 
{et down the moſt material and convincing reaſons, 
in as few words as may be, that are moſt likely to open 
the eyes of honeſt and {imple perſons, who have heen hi- 
therto miſled, and are now willing to be inſtructed. 

In all ſuch caſes, I firſt conſider the temper of the per- 
ſons to be dealt with : Suchas take up their Religion out 
of intereſt or humour, and think it point of honour to 
continue init, and {o will examine nothing, are not to be 
ſpoken to. Others that are naturally ſuperſtitious and 
credulous, are very hard to be wrought on ; tor they be- 
lieve every thing that is {aid on the one hand, and di- 
ſtruſt all that is told them by any body elſe. Some of 
thoſe have a vanity in coming to talk with Divines, but 


- it iS anenleſs labour to deal with them ; for at every 
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time one muſt begin of new. But the only perſons to be 
dealt with, are thoſe that are hncere and inquiſitive, that 
havins been bred in that Religion; or brought"over to it 
by ſome {pecious pretences, are now willing to hear rea- 
{on; and relulved to follow it wherever they find it. And 
therefore in the firſt place, - their minds muſt be dilinga- 
ged.trom theſe unjult prejudices, that they conceive of 
our Religion : and ſuch juſt prejudices muſt be offered 
them againſt the Rowiſb Religion, as may at leaſt beget 
in them ſome jealoulies concerning it, by which they 
may be brought ſo far, as to think the matter ſufpict- 
ous. If then there be ſuch reaſons offered them, for ſuſ- 
{pecting foul dealing from their Prieſts and Church; as 
would make them ſuſpect an Attorney, Phylician,or any 
other perſon with w hom they were to deal, they will 
be propren to hear reaſon; which 1s all that we deſire: . 
and upon this Head theſe following Conſiderations may 
be laid before them. 

rt. All people that pretend to great Power and Do- 
minion over our conſciences, are juſtly to be lufpeCted. 
If any man deſigned to make himſelf Maſter of any 
of our other Liberties, we would examine his Title , 
and {uſpeCt all his other motions, when we lee they tend 
to ſubject us to hint : Therefore: a Church that deſigns 
to keep all her Votaries under an abſolute obedience, is 
juſtly to be ſuſpected : and our Church that pretends to 
no ſuch power, is more likely to deal fairly. 

2. A Church that deſigns to keep her Members 1n 1g- 
norance, 1s more to be {aſpeted, than a- Church that 
brings every thing toa fair Trial. A Church that denies 
the uſe of the Scriptures in a known tongue , except to 
a few, and wraps up their Worſhip in a Languge that 
is not underitood, is reaſonably to be {uſpe&ted , more 
:han a Church that. gives the free uſe.of the Scriptures be 

a11 


(3) 


all perſons, and worſhips God ina Language, which the 
people underſtand. 

3. A Church whoſe Opinions tend to engroſs the 
Riches of the world to its Officers, 1s more tobe ſuſpe- 
cted,. than a Church that pretends tonothing but a com- 
petent mantenance of the ſeveral Officers -in it. The 
Redeeming Souls out of Purgatory. and the Enriching 
the Shrines, or Reliques of Saints, Pardons, Jubilees, 
and many more Tenets. of the Church of Rome, arefo 
calculated for enriching their Societiesz that every caus 
tious man muſt needs ſuſpect ſome defign in it : which 
he cannut charge on a Church that has none of theſe 
Arts to get money. 

4- A- Church that has carried on its Deſigns, by tlie 
molt diſhoneft- methods poſſible, the forging: of Wri-- 
tings, and Deeds, of Miracles, Viſions, Propheſies and 
other: things of that Nature, is more juſtly to be ſuſpe- 
ed, than a Church that cannot be charged with any 
ſuch practices. The Forging ſo many Þpiſtles for the 
Popes of the firſt Ages, which are now'by themſelves 
confeſt to be Spurious, with many other Forgeries, were 
the Engines by which the Papal Power was chiefly ad- - 
vanced. The Legends and Extravagant Fables of 
which they are now aſhamed, were the.chief Motives of 
Devotion for many Ages. And by theſe, Saints and [- 
mages were {o much magnified, and Monaſteries fo en- 
riched. A Noted Liar after a Diſcovery is no more to - 
be truſted. | 

5. Any that conſiders the preſent State of Rome; the 
manner of Electing Popes, the Practices of that Court, - 
and the Maximes they move by, muſt ſee that every 
thing there 1s fecular, corrupt, and at beſt dire&ed by 
rules of Policy. But to fanfie the Holy Ghoſt can come 
upon any Election ſo managed, as their own ts: 4 
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that 1s, is the moſt unreaſonable thing that can be deviſeg. 
Therefore a Church that neither pretends ſo high, nor 
can be charged with ſuch proceedings, is more likely to 
be the true Church. 

6. A Church that teaches Cruelty againſt poor Inno- 
cent people, that differ in opinion 3 and ſets on Plots, 
Confpiracies, and Rebellion againſt Princes, that are 
judged Hereticks, is more likely to be corrupted, than 
a Church that 1s ſo merciful, as to condemn all capital 
proceedings for difference of Opinion, and teaches an 
abſolute Submiſſion to the Soveraign Power, even when 
it perſecutes and oppreſles them. 

7. A Church that is falſe to her own Principles, is not 
ſo likely to Inſtruft her members aright, as a Church 
that 1s 1n all things conſiſtent to her ſelf. The great 
Foundation of their Dofrine, is, Thar there muſt be a 
ſpeaking Judg to decide all Controverſies : But they 
have noſuch Judg, for it is not of Faith, that the Pope 
is this Judg) br is Infallible:: And for a general Council, 
they have had none theſe 115. years, nor are they like 
to ſee another in haſt. So they have no Speaking Infallj- 
ble Judg among them. And thus they deceive people 
by a falſe Pretence : whereas we appeal to nothing, but 
what we really have among us, which are the Scrip- 
tures. 

8. A Church that appeals to Marks, which are not 
poſlible to be ſearcht out, is morelikely to miſlead peo- 
ple, than a Church that pretends to nothing but what 
can be certainly proved. The great thing they appeal ro 
is the Conſtant Succeſſion of the Biſhops of Rome, and 
their other Paſtors. This cannot be known, no not 
by a probable conjecture. But there are on the contra- 
ry, as great grounds from Hiſtory to deny it in the See 
of Rome, as 1n any other Ancient See whatſoever : but 
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though they have it, both the Greek Church, and our 
Church has it likewiſe. 

Theſe are ſuch plain things, and the Truth cf them 
is ſo notoriouſly known, that I ſhould ask any of rhat 
Communion, whether upon the like reaſons, he would 
not be Jealous of any perſon or ſort of perſons whatſoe- 
ver? And if theſe grounds of jealouſie would work in 
other matters, it 1s much more reaſonable, that they 
ſhould take place in matters of Religion : In which as 
an Error is of far greater Importance So Impoſtors in 
all Ages have ſtudied to make gain by Religion. There. 
fore 1t 1s moſt juſt, upon theſe violent preſumptions, to 
look about us, and take care we be not cheated. 

But before I ſhall deſcend to particulars, there is 
one General prejudice, that works moſt univerſally on 
weaker minds, to be removed, which 1s, that the true 
Church cannot Erre. If then it be made appeaf* unan- 
ſwerably, that the true Church may Erre, and that ina 
moſt weighty Point 3 all theſe Arguments fall to the 
ground. 

That the Church of the Jews, in our Saviours days, 
was the true Church, cannot be demied 3 for our Saviour 
owned ittobeſuch. He joyned with them in their wor- 
ſ{mp, He ſent the Lepers tothe Prieſt, He commanded the 

ople to hear the DoCtors that ſate in Mſes Chair, and 
himſelf acknowledged the High Prieſt. This is ſuffici- 
ent to prove that it was the true Church, and yet this 
Church erred, in a moſt Important point, whether Je- 
ſus Chriſt was the true Mefſhhas, in whom the Prophe- 
cies were fulfilled or not? they Judged falſly : The High 
Prieſts with all the Sanhcdrim, —_ him a 'Blaſphe- 
mer, and condemned him guilty of Death. Here the 
true Church expounded the Scriptures falſly,and erredin 
the Foundation of Religion. FO 
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And it is well known, that the chief arguments which 
they of the Romiſh party bring to prove, that a Church 
cannot Err, do ageee as well to the Jewiſh, as the Chriſtt- 
an Church : the one being the true Church, under that 
diſpenſation, as well as the other is now. If then this 
Decifion made by the true Church in Chriſts time, did 
not oblige all in that Church, to go on in that er- 
ror, but private perſons might have examined their.Sen- 
tence, and depart from them upon it 3 then upon the 
ſame reaſons, though we acknowledge the Church of 
Rome a true Church, yet we may examine her Do- 
trines, and ſeparate from her errors. This grand pre- 
judice being thus removed, there are two things in the 
next place to be laid before them. 

One is, that the Scriptures, being acknowledged to 
come from Divine Inſpiration, on all hands, canon| 
decide the Controverſies among us : and the places I 
ſhall make uſe of, ſhall be cited according to the Doway 
Tranſlation,to which, being made by themſelves,they can- 
not except. 

Another is, that a man muſt judg of things as they 
appear plainly to his reaſonable Faculties. It is a- 
gainſt all reaſon to ſay that becauſe it is poſſible for a 
man to be miſtaken, therefore he ought to doubt his 
Judgment in things that are clear to him. This muſt 
turn a man Sceptical both to all Religions, and all the 
concerns of human life : Therefore every man mult fol- 
low his Judgment, when after a diligent Inquiry, any 
thing appears plain to him. 

And now to come up cloſe to thoſe of that perſwaſton, 
they are to conſider, that the chief parts of Religion 
are, Firſt, Articles of Faith : Secoxdly, Rules of Lite: 
Thirdly, The worſhip of God chiefly in the Sacraments : 
And Fourthly, The Government of the Church. It 
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then in every one of theſe Heads, the Church of E-- 
gland agrees clearly with the Scriptures, and the Church 
of Rome does either manifeſtly contradict them, or dit- 
fers matterially from them, in all theſe points, in which 
we and they differ 3 thenthe Reſolution of ths Quelti- 
on, Whetker a man ought. to joyn himſelf to our 
Church, or theirs 2 will beeafily made. 

For Articles of Faith, if either the Apoſtles Creed or 
the Creeds of the Firſt 4. General Councils, contain 
a juſt abſtract of the Faithz then we who receive every 
Article in theſe Creeds, do agree more exactly to the 
Apoſtolical Doctrine, than they who have added many 
new Articles to their Creed. 

_ Thechief Article of Faith, is, The Covenant made 
between God and Man through Jeſas Chriſt, by which 
upou the Account of his Merits and Interccſlion , all 
who follow the Rules of the Goſpel , may expect the 
Blefſfings of it, both here, and hereafter. Pernance to- 
ward God, and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
being the conditions upon which we hope for Eternal life. 
This we plainly teach, without Addition or Change : 
But in how many things have they departed from this 
Simplicitie of the Goſpel? Firſt, In teaching People to 
addreſs to God. for the Merits and by the Interceſſion af 
the Saints : From whom theſe things are asked, for which 
the Scriptures direct us only to God and Chriſt. And 
in thevery words pronounced after abſolution, The Me- 
rits of the Bleſſed Virgin and the Saints, are joined with 
the paſſion of Chriſt 3 as the grounds on which 
we obtain pardon of Sinz Grace, and Eternal 
life. Secondly , In perlwading People , That a Simple 
attrition with the uſe of the Sacraments , without any 
real converſion of the Soul or change of life is ſufficient 
to Salvation. Thirdly, In perſwading People, That 

| B there 


Aqts 20. 21, 


, 
7 
* 1 
34 
1 
*: : 
L314 
l 
q 
F 3 
F 
”» 7 
i 
o 
. 
. 
: 
4 
. 
ns ! 
& | 
n 
4) 
. 
+ * 
l » 
Ly 
" 
. 
8 | 


I 
I — 


. —  —— — _— 


ST —— —— ——— eee 


_ 
— 


_ - - — ——_— 
p—_ - 
- . - 


= > x 


(8) 
there is a Communication of the Merits of Saints to 
other Perſons, though the Scriptures mention only the 
Comnnication of Chriſts Merits. Foxrthly, by Teach- 
1ng that tho our ſins are pardoned thorough-Chriſt 3 yet, 
there are terrible and long-laſting torments to be en: 
dured m another State. Fiſtly, that ſaying Maſles, and 


going of Pilgrimages can Redeem from theſe. Now in 


all theſe, the two chief Deſigns of the Goſpel are plain- 
ly contradicted : Which bez Firft, To Change our 
hearts andlives: Secondly, To perlwade us to a hum- 
ble Dependance upon Chriſt, and an high acknowledg- 
ment of him: But theſe DoCtrines of theirs as they ſhew 
us a way to be ſure of Heaven, without a rea! Con- 
verſion; ſo they take offfo much from Faith in Chriſt 
as they carry us to truſt to ſomewhat elle. 

Theſe are Errors of great Importance : Since the 
corrupt the Fountain, and overthrow the chief defign of 
the Chriſtian Religion. They are alſo late devices 
brought in, in the dark and ignorant Ages. 

No mention is made of praying to Saints, in any An- 
cient Liturgie., There 1s a great deal agamſt it in the 
molt Anctent Authors. And though in the Fourth 
Century, upon the Converſion of many Heathens to 
the Chriſtian Faith, to humour them in their conceit , 
of tome Intermedial Agents, between the Divinity and 
us Mortals, there was a Reverence for the Saints fet up, 
to_drive ont the worſhip of thoſe Secondary Deities3 
yet, this was no dire Adoration, though they then be- 
gan to uſe Rhetorical addreſſes to Saints like prayers : 
Yet, even in Gregory the Great his time (inthe begin- 
ning of the Seventh Century _) we find no Prayers made 
to thew in all his Liturgies. And for the Beleif of a 
{imple Attrition being ſufficient with the Sacrament, no 
body ever dreamed of it, before the Schoolmen found 

our 
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out the Diſtinction, between Attrition and Contrition 
mthe later Ages. For the Communication of the Me- 
rits of Saints, the whole Fathers in one voice,ſpeak only 
of the Merits of Chrift being Communicated tous. The 
Fryers firſt inventedit, to invite People at leaſt to die 
in their habits, by perſwading them, that all the merits of 
the Saints of their Order, were ſhared among the 
whole Order. And for Redeeming out of Purga- 
tory, the firft- Four Ages knew nothing of it. In 
the beginning of the Fifth Century St. A4»/tin plainly 
ſpeaks of 1t asan Opinion which ſome had taken up with- 
ont any ground , and that it was no way certain , nor 
could we ever be ſure of it. And though in Gregory the 
Great”s time, the Beleif of it was pretty far advanced 
yet, the Trade of Redeeming out ofit, by ſaying Mal- 
ſes for Departed Souls was not even then found 
out. 


So that all theſeare both groſs Errors, and lateInven- 
ventions. 

The next Branch of Religion, is the Rule of human 
life : which one would think could be taken from no 0- 
ther Standard fo certainly, as the 10. Commandments : 
and the Expoſitions given of theſe in Scripture, chiefly 
our Saytours Sermon on the Mount. Let Malice it ſelf 
appear, to Declare wherein our Church ſtrikes at any 
of theſe : or Teaches men to diſobey even the leaſt of 
them. If then our Rule of life be exaGtly the ſame 3 with 
that. which the Scriptures preſcribe, we are ſafe as to this, 
which may be well called, The moſt important piece of 
Religion, For 1t is to be conſidered that God making 
man after his own Image, the end of his Creation was » 
that he might be made like God. The Attributes of 
God to be Imitated , are Goodneſs, Mercy » Juſtice 
Wiſdom and Truth. Andit is certain that the Deſign of 
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Revealed Religion was to give men clearer Nations of 
theſe Moral perfeftions, to preſs them by ſtronger Ar- 
guments, and encourage our Endeavours by ſutable Re- 
wards and puni{hments. Sothat if any Religion contra- 
dit theſe Moral Duties, veare fure 1t 1s falſe 3 for the 
\evelation of God's will muſt be deſigned to make us 
better than we would otherwiſe be, following barely 
the Light of Nature, and not worſe. If then the Church 
of Rozze over-throws Morality, and contradidts any of 
the Ten Commandineats we are ſure it 1s not of God. 
And how far it has done this, they may judge by theſe 
Particulars. 

Firſt, Whatever Church offers cheap and eafte pardons 
for ſin,does take off ſo much from our fenſe of the evil of 
fin. We cannot have a very ill opinion of any thing that 
3s eafily forgiven. Now what are the Popes Pardons; In- 
dulgences, Jabilees, Priviledged Altars, the going of 
Pilgrimages, the ſaying of ſome Collects, the wearing of 
Agnus Dei's, Peebles, or other ſuch like traſh, but ſo 
many Engines to root out of mens minds any deep hor- 
rour or great ſenſe of fin. Ts not this the very thing which 
the People of the Jews of old offered at, to bring Thou- 
jands of Rams, Ten Thouſand Rivers of Oyl, their 
Firſt born, or the fruit of their Body, to offer for their 
ſins 2 All which were rejefted in the name of God in 
' Micha 6. 8, * 1heſe words, I will ſhew thee Oman what is good, and 

' what our Lord requireth of thee : Verily to do Judgment , 
and to love mercy, and to walk ſolicitous with thy God. 
This isa Moral matter and unchangable 3 therefore who- 
ever goto beat down the ſenſe of fin, by the offer of Par- 
don, on any other terms, but the fincere change of a 
mans I:fe, deſtroy Morallity, which is the Image of God 
in man. If from this general Confideration we deſcend 
to Exanune the Commandments' in particular, we fhall 
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find matter enough for a ſevere Charge againſt their 
Church. 

Is not the Firſt Commandment broken when Devyo- 
tions are offered to Saints which Import their being 04- 
niſtient , Onnipreſent and Almighty, that are the In- 
communicable Atiributes of the God-head : and when 
pardon of fin, preſervation , Grace againſt Temptations, 
and Eternal life, are immediately begged from Saints. 
It is true, they ſay the ſence of theſe prayers, is only 
that we deſire their aſſiſtance at Gods hands for theſe 
bleſſings. But the words of their Offices import no ſuch 
matter. Andthough for above One-Hundred and Sixty 
Years theſe things have been complained of; and in the 
CorreGtion of their Offices. ſome of them were caſt out ; 
yet, many of them do ſtill continue: In which the plain 
ſence - of ' the words of their Offices is Idolatrous : 
Only they make a ſhiſt with another and forced ſence 
put on them, to defend themſelves from that charge: 
And fer ſuch Devotions they can ſhew no Warrant for 
the firſt Thouſand years after Chriſt: 

"The $econd Commandment is fo openly and confe(- 
ſedly broken by them, that many of them maintain, it 
does not all oblige Chriſtians : but belonged only to 
the-Jewiſh Difpenfation. And in all their Catechiſmsit 
is left ont, which was done very- wiſely 3 (with what 
honeſty let them anſwer) for it was not fit the people 
ſhould look on that as a Comnandment, which they 
ſaw ſo notoriouſly broken throughout their whole 
Church : A great trade being alfo-driven-by the breach: 
of it. That this was not in the Primitive Church, them- 
ſelves confeſs : all the Books the Fathers wrote again(t 
the Idolatry of the Heathens, demonſtrate this. Nor 
were Images ſo much as: ſet up in Churches before the 
Sixth Century. © And then care- was taken an "ey 
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ſhuuldnot be worſhipped : and not before the Eighth 
Century were they worſhipped in any place of the Chri- 
{tian Church, 

The Dodttrine of the Popes power of Relaxing of 
Oatts, and diſcharging men from the Obligation of 
them, joyned with the praQtice of their Popes for above 
800 years, 1s as formal an Oppoſition to the Third Com- 
mandment as can be Imagined. This was alſo begun in 
the Eighth Century. 

The vaſt multiplication of Holy-days, made the 
Obſervation of the Lords day of neceſlity flacken. 

They have deſtroyed the Order of Societies, eſtabli- 
ſhed in the Fifth Commandment 3 by the Power they 
allow the Pope to Depoſe Princes, and abſolve Subjcfts 
from theirAlleageance. 

They teach the murdering and burning all Hereticks, 
that is to ſay, all that will not ſubmit to their Tyranny : 
by which Infinite numbers of Innocent perſons have been 
murdered, againſt the 87xth Commandment. And theſe 
two Dottrines of depoſing Princes, and putting Here- 
ticks to death, were abhorred by the Church for the 
firſt Eight ages, and were brought in by the Popes lince 
that time. 

The frequent praftice of the Court of AKome, in 
granting Divorces, on the pretence either of Spiritual 
kindred, or of Degrees not forbidden, either by the 
Law of Nature, or the word of God, and allowing ſe- 
cond Marriages to both Parties, upon ſuch Divorces, ts 
an avowed breach of the Seventh Commandment. 

The ſetting on, ſome Princes to Invade other Princes 
in their juſt Rights, is the DoCrine, as well as 1t has 
been the praftice of their Church for ſome Ages. And 
as their Popes have wreſted many Territories from 
Temporal Princes, ſq for many Ages they ſet on Fo 
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lick Robbery againſt the E7ghth Commandment. 

The DoGrine of Equivocating, both taught, and 
prattiſed, the breaking of ſafe Condudts, and publick 
Faith decreed by their General Councils, is alſo againſt 
the Ninth Commandment. 

For the Tenth I ſhall ſay nothing of it, becauſe the 
meaning of it is not ſo generally agreed on. But thus 
we fee all the Rules of Morality are contradicted by 
that Church. | 

It might be juſtly added to ſwell up this Charge 
that of Jate there have been Doctrines publiſhed to the 
world by the approved Caſuiſts of that Church, with 
Licence, which ſubvert all Juſtice, deſtroy all ſecurity, - 
and take away the moſt ſacred ties of mankind. By the 
Dodrines of Probability, and of Ordering the Inteation 
aright, there is no crime how black ſoever 3 but aman 
may adventure on it with a good conſcience, Theſe 
things were long and openly taught amongſt them, with- 
out any Cenfure. And when many of the French Cler- 
gy complained of theſe at the Court of Rome (perhaps 
more out of ſpite to the J=luits, than zeal for the Trath) 
it was long before theie ſo juſt Remonſtrances, were 
heard. And in concluſion a trifling Cenſure was paſt on 
them : by which they were declared Scandalous ( neuther 
Impious, nor Wicked) and al] were forbidden to teach 
them any more, but they ſtand yet, in the Books for- 
merly publiſhed with Licence. 

After all theſe particulars, 1s it to be wondered at, if 
the morals of the men of that Church be vitiated, wher 
their Doctrine is {0 corrupted, for peoples practices are 
generally worſe than their Opinions. And thus the Se- 
cond point 1s made good, that 1n our Church, weteach 
the ſame Rules of Living that are in the Scriptures, 
which are grolly corrupted by their DoCtrines. 

Fhe 
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The Third Branch of the Chriſtian Religion 1s the 
Worſhip of God and that chiefly the uſe of the Sacra- 
ments. For the Worſhip of God, let it be conſidered that 
we pray to God, and praiſe him only,for all theſe things 
about which the Scriptures command us to addreſs to 
him. Our worſhip is in a Language that all the people 
underſtand, and {o are edified by it according to St. 
Paul, who has enlarged ſo much on this matter, in a 
whole Chapter, that it is ſtrange, how any who acknow- 
ledg the Authority of that Epiſtle, can deny 1t. Our Li- 
turgies are ſuch, that the Romaniſts cannot except to 
any part of them : Our ceremonies are few, and theſe 
be both decent and uſeful : So that in all the parts of 
our Worſhip, we do ſo exactly agree to the Rule of the 
Scriptures, and the Primitive Church, that they cannut 
blame us for any one Rubrick or Collect in it. But for 
their worſhip, It is ina Language not underſtood b 
the people : who tobe ſure can receive no Edification, 
from that they underſtand notz nor can they fay Amer 
to ſuch Devotions. This is as it were 1n ſpite to St. 
Paul, who took ſpecial care that as long as his Autho- 
rity was in any eſteemin the Church,ſuch an abuſeſhould 
never creep into i'. Nor is there a ſhadow of Authori- 
ty for ſuch a practice, from the Primitive Church, in 
which for many Ages, the Worſhip was ſtill in the vul- 
gar I ongues. 

Next their Worſhip is ſo overcharged with many Rites 
and Ceremonies, that the ſeriouſneſs of Devotion muſt 
needs be much alloyed by them. A great part of the 
Worſhip is ſo whiſpered , as if they were muttering 
Spells. Their Books of Exorciſms are the moſt indecent 
things that can be : full of Charms and other ridiculous 
Rites. And for the Pontifical and Ceremonial of their 
Church, they may match with Heatheniſm for Superſti- 
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{1on. Their Offices are f' various, and mimerous,and 
the Rubricks ſeem ſo full of diſorder, that a man may as 
ſoon learn a Trade, as know all the ſevesal parts of them. 
How this can be reconciled to the Simplicity of the Goſ- 
pe], or the Worſhipping God in ſpirit and truth, may 
be eaſily judged by thoſe who can compare things. 

For the Sacraments, we liave the Two that Chriſt In- 
ſtituted, Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper 3 And for Pe- 
nance, Confirmation, Ordiaation and Marriage, we have 
them alſo among us, as they were appcinted by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles : though we do not-call theſe Sacra- 
ments. For Extream Unction we find no warrant at all 
for it, as a ſacred Ordinance : and we are ſure.the Church 
for many Ages did not think of it. For Baptiſm it is done 
among us, in the very Form our Saviour appointed : and 
this they donctdeny.But among them they cannot be al-_ 
ſured that they are at all Baptized : ſince according to wie 
Doctrine of the neceflity of the Intention of the Prieſt, 
to the Being of a Sacrament, they cannot be aſlured of 
it : for an Atheiſtical Prieſt can ſpoil their Baptiſm, ſo 
that unleſs they can be certain of that, whichis impoſhible 


Mat. 28. 19. 


for them to know, I mean the Intention of the Pricſt, 


they are not ſure that they were ever truly Baptized. 

But for the Lords Supper, if any perſon will ſo far 
truſt his own Reaſon and ſenſes, 2s to compare all the 
Warrants we have in Scripture for that Ordinance, with 
the Practice of our Church, and theirs, they will ſoon 
ſee who agree molt to them. Chriſt took Bread which Mat. 25. 26, 
he bleſſed and gave, ſaying, This is my Body which is *775"*: 
given for you. He alſo took the Chaiceand ſaid, Drink ye 
all of it, &c. All this we doe, and no more, ſo that it 
1s indeed a Communion among us: and thole who have 
read the account that Juſtir Martyr gives us of the Rites 
ta the Communion in his days, would think he were 

* reading 
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reading the very Abſtract of our Office. But in the 
Church of Rome, beſides the leſs material things, of the 
Form of the Bread, the Conſecration of Altars and Vel:- 
{els, with the numberlels little devices in the Canon of 
the Maſs , that may ſcem not of ſuch importance let 
theſe conſiderable hin they have made be looked 


1nto. 


1, They have brought in the Doctrin of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation, again{t the cleareſt Evidence both of ſenſe and 
reaſon, againſt the nature of a Sacrament, and its being 
a Memorial of Chriſts Death, and that by the very words 
of Conſccration, the Bread and Wine are Chriſts Body 
aad Blood, as the one was giver for us, and the other ſhed 
for us, on the Croſs : and not as he 1s now at the Right 
hand of God. The belief of this crept 1n by degrees, 
from the eighth-Century, in which it was firſt ſet on foot, 
kmt much contracticted both in the Zaſter» and /Veſter 
Church: and was not fully ſetled till the x 3th Ceatury. 
We are ſure it was not the Docttrin of the Chur- 
ches of Rome, Conſtantinople, Aſia, Antioch, nor Africk in 
the 5th and 6th Centuries, by exprels Teltimonies from 
the moſt eſteemed Authors of that time, Gelaſirs, Chyy- 


ſoſtom, Ephrem, Theodoret, and St. Auſtin. 


2. They deny the Chalice to the Laity againſt the ex- 
preſs words of the Inſtitution ; and contrary both to the 
DotQtrin and Tradition of the Church for 11300 years. 

3. They have declared the Prieſts. ſaying Mals, to be 
an Expiatory Sacrifice for the Dead, and-the Living , 
though the Scripture plainly ſays, Z7hat Chriſt was once 
offered for us. It 15 true the Primitive Church uſed the 
words Sacrifice and Oblation as our Church yet does, but 
their meaning by that, was only 1n the general ſenſe of 
theſe terms, as Prayers, Praiſes, and Alms are called Sa- 
crifices., | 

4. They 
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4. They have brought in a new piece of Worſhip, 
which 1s the hearing oft Maſs, withour receiving the Sa- 
crament : and it 15 now the great Devotion of their 
Church. T hough by the Inſtitution, it 1s as expreſs as can 
be, that the Conſecration is only in order to its being 
a Communion. And by the Apoſltolical Canons, which 
lome in their Church believe to be the work of the Apo- 

ies, and arc by them all acknowledged to be a Colle- 
tion of the Rites of the firſt Ages, all perſons that were 
preſent at the Worſhip, and did not communicate were 
to be leverely cenſured. 

5. The adoring the.Sacrament, the expoſing it on the 
Altar, and carrying it about in ſolemn Proceſhons, to be 
worſhipped, as they are late Inventions ; fo it Tranſub- 
ſtantiation be not true, they are by their own confetſion 
the grofleſt Idolatries that ever were, 

And are not theſe conſiderable variations from the firſt 
Inititution of this Sacrament? 

As for their other Sacraments, though there 1s no rea- 
{on'to equal them, to either of theſe that were inſtituted 
by Chriſt ;/yet ſome of them we uſe as they were ar fir(t 
appointed. Perſons Baptized, are Conhirmed with Im- 4&8. r-. 
polition of hands, the only Ceremony uſed by the A- 
poſtles. 

We allow the uſ2 of Confeſlion, and do preſs it in ma- 
ny caſes; and give the benefit of Abſolution : but we 
do not make this an Engin to ſcrew peoples lecrets from 
them. For which there is no warrant in Scripture ; 
nor was it thought neceſſary for many Ages after the 
Apoſtles. Confeſſion of publick Scandals was enjoyned, 
and for private ſins 1t was recommended : but this latter 
was not judged ſimply neceſſary for obtaining the pardon 
of ſin. And what noiſe ſoever they make of the good 
that Conteſiion, and the enjoyning of Pennance, may do, 

CY | 
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if well managed, we need only appeal to fome of 

their own beſt Writers, now in Fraxce, whether as the 
have been praCtiſed, they have not rather driven all true 
Picty ot of the world. If theſe abufes had been only 
the taults of tome Prieſts, the blame could not have been 
j1:{tly caſt on their Church ; but when the publick Rules 
grven to Confeflors, printed with Licence are their war- 
rants for ſo doing, then their Church 15 in fault. So 
that nothing is more common among them, than for 
perſons afrer a confefſion made of their ſins, with a ſlight 
forrow, and ſome trifling pennance undergone, together 
with the Pricſtly Abſolution, to fancy themſelves as clean 
from all {in as if they had never offended God. And this 
being the DoCttrin of their Church, it both leſſens the 
fenſe of ſin, and takes men off from making ſuch earneſt 

applications to God through Chriſt, as the Goſpel com- 
mands. 
For Orders they are among us with the ſame Rites 
Morinzs. that Chriſtand the Apoſtles gave them firit : Anda learn- 
ed man of their own Church has lately publiſhed the 
moſt ancient Forms of Ordinations he could find : From 
which it appears, that all the Ceremonies 1a their Or- 
dinations, for the want of which they accuſe us, were 
brought 1n ſince rhe erghth Century : {o that even by their 
own Principles theſe things cannot be neceſſary to Or- 
dination , otherwiſe there were no true Orders in the 

F Church for the firſteight Ages. 

| Uch, 13. 4- For Marriage we honour it as Gods Ordinance ; and 
i ſince the Scriptures declare it honourable iz all, without 
exception, we dare deny it to none who deſire it. Sr. 
L | Paal delivers the Duty of Clergy-men towards their 
ia, Wives, withRules for their Wives behaviour, which had 
been very impertinent if Clergy- men might have no 
Wives. We tnda married Clergy in the firſt ten Cen. 
turies:; 
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turies : And we know by what baſe Arts the Czlibate of 
the Clergy was brought in ; and what horrid ill efets 
it has produced. Neither do we allow of any devices to 
hinder Marriage,by degrzes of kindred not prohibited in 
the Law of God , or the trade that was long driver in 
granting Diſpenſations m rhofe degrees, and afterwards 
annulling theſe, and voiding the Marriages that followed 
upon them, upon ſome pretences of Law. 

Thus it appears, how they have corrupted the Do- 
Ctrin of the Sacraments, together with the Worſhip of 
God. 

The laſt head of Religion is Government; and as to 
this, we can challenge any to ſee what they can excepe 
to us. Firſtin reterence to the Civil Power, we de lare 
all are bound for conſcience fake to obey every lawful 
Command of the Supream Authority, and to ſubmit 
when they cannot obey. We pretend to no Exemption 
of Clarks trom the Ciyil Juriſdiction, but give ro Ceſar 
the things that are Cefars. We do not obey the King. only 
b=<cauſe he 15 of our Religion : much leſs do we allow cf 
Confpiracies or Rebellions upon our judging him an He- 
retick, ſo that we deliver no DoCtrin that can be of any 
!l conſcquence to the Society we live 1n. 

And for the Eccleliaſtical Government we have Bi- 
ſhops, Priefts, and Deacons, rightly Ordained, and in 
their due ſubordination to one another , every one ad- 
miniſtring theſe Offices due to his Fuantion, which ha 
bezn the Government of the Chritftian Church, ſince 
the times of the Apoſtles. Sv that we havea c'ear vo- 
cation of Paſtors among us, from whole hands every 
perſon may without {crute receive all the Sacraments 
of the Church. 

But for the Church of Rome, how unſafe is the Civil 


Government among them 2 not to mention the Do-trin 
of 
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of depoſing Princes, for which I refer you to my former 
Letterz What a ſecurity does the Exemption of Clarks 
trom the Civil Courts in caſes criminal, give to looſe 
and debauched Churchmen ; and what diſturbance muſt 
this breed to a Common-wealth 2 The denying the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate power to make Laws that concern Reli- 
glon, or oblige Churchmen, takes away a great deal of 
his Rights ; tor ſcarceany Law can be made but wrang- 
ling and 1/|-natur'd Churchmen , may draw it withia 
ſome head of Religion. And that this was frequen:ly 
done in former Ages, all that have read Hiſtory know. 
The quarrels that were in the begining of this Cen- 
tury between the Pope and the Republick of Yerice were 
a freſh Evidence of it. 

But for the Eccleſiaſtical Government, they have {poil- 
cd it inallthe parts of it. The Pope has aflumed a pow- 
er of ſovalt an extent, and ſo arbitrary a nature, that all 
the ancient Canons are thrown out of doors by 1t. We 
know that originally the Biihops of Rome were looked on 
by the reſt of the Church, as their Colleagues and tel- 
low Biſhops. The Dignity of the City made the Sec 
more remarkable , and the belief of St. Peters having 
tounded it, with his ſuffering Martyrdom there, wirh 
St. Paul, made it much honoured : ſo that when the 
Empire became Chriſtian, then the Dignity of the Im- 
perial City made the Bilhop of Rome be acknowledged 
the firſt Patriarch. From this begianing they aroſe by 
many degrees to the height of pretending toa Supremacy 
both Civil and Spiritual : and then they not only re- 
ceived appeals, which was all they at firit pretended to, 
but ſet up Legantine Courts every where, made the Bi- 
ſhops ſwear Obedience and Homage to them, and the 
Arch-Biſhops receive the Pall from their hands, in ſign 
of their dependance on them : Exempted TY, 

an 
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and other Clarks from Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, broke all 
the Laws of the Church by their Diſpenſations : So 
that no ſhaddow of the primitive Government does now 
remain. And though Gregory the Great wrote with as 
much indignation againſt the Title of Univerſal Biſhop, 
as ever any Proteſtant did 5 yet his Succeſlors, have fince 
aſſumed both the Name and thing. And to that height 
of Infolence, has this riſen, that in the Council of Trezt. 
all the Papal Party oppoſed the Decree that was put in , 
tor declaring Biſhops to have their Juriſdiftions by Divine 
Right, The Court Party not being aſhamed to affirm, 
that all Juriſdiction was by Divine Right only in the 
Pope, and in the other Biſhops, as the Delegates of the 
Apoltolick See 3 and they were in this too hard for the 
other Party. So that now a Biſhop, who by the Divine ap- 
pointment ought to feed the Flock, can do no morein 
that, then as the Pope gives him leave. The greateſt 
part of the Prieſts have no dependence on their Biſhops. 
The Monks, Fryars, and Jeſxits, being 1mediatly fubor- 
dinate to the Pope ſo that they do what they pleaſe, 
knowing they can juſtifie any thing at Kowe , and they 
fear no Cenſure any where elſe. 

From this ſomany abuſes have crept in, and the Ca- 
noniſts have found out, ſo many devices to make them 
Legal, that there isno hope of Reforming theſe at Rome: 
The whole State of Cardinals 1s one great , Corruption , 
who, from being Originally the Pariſh Prieſts of Rome , 
and ſo under all Biſhops, have raiſed themſelves fo high 
that they do now trample on the whole Order; and 
pretend to an Equality with Princes. The giving Bene- 
tices to Children, the unlimitted Plurality of Benefices 
in one Perſon; the Comendam's., the reſerved Penfions, 
with many other ſuch like, are groſs, as well as late Cor- 
ruptions . And no wonder if all men deſpairof Reform- 


ing 
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ing the Court of Rome, when theſe abuſes are become 
n:ceflary to ir, by which the greatneſs of the Cardinals and 
the o:h-r Officers, or Miniſters there, 1s kept up. 

[ need not mention the groſs Simory of that Court 
where all the » orld knows, every thing may be had 
for money. The Popes themſelves, areotten Choſen by 
theſe Arts: and if their own Rules be true, ſuch EleCtt- 
one, with cvery thing that fo!lows on them are void, 
The Infinite Swarmes of the Inferiour Clergy, do plainiy 
drive a $i1m10niacal Trade, by the Mafles they ſay for De- 
parted Su] » for Money. And for Publick Penaance , 
they have Unverſally let it fail, inſtead whereof private 
Pennance is now inuſe. Andif there own Writers ſay 
true, this is made an Engine to ſerve other ends, when 
by enjoyning ſlight and eafie Pennances ,they draw the 
People after them 3 upon which the Jecſtites have been 
loudly accuſeds theſe Forty Years laſt paſt. In Sum, 
ail the Corruptions or rather defects, that are in the Go- 
vernment of our Church, are only ſuch as they brought 
in and have not met yet with ſuch effectual remedies , 
as muſt cure the Church of theſe inveterate Diſtempcrs, 
their i1] Conduct did caſt her into. 

Ifany of that Party will review theſe Particulars, an1 
ſo far truſt their own Reaſons, as to judge according to 
the plaineſt Evidence, they cannot reſiſt the conviction 
that they muſt needs meet with : when they ſee the ſim- 
plicity of our Faith, the Morality of our Doctrine, the 
Purity of our Worſhip, and our Primitive Government 3 
and compare lt with their vaſtSuperfetationof Articles of 
Faith, the Immorality oftheir Rules of living, the Su- 
perſtition , if not [dolatry of their Worſhip, and the 
moſt extravagant Innovations in Government, that are 
in the Church of Rowe. 


And indeed theſe things are ſo clear that few could 
reſiſt 


WV. Fa 
refiſt the force of ſo. much plain truth, if it were not 
for ſome prejudices, with which they are (o fettered,that 
they cannot examine matters with that. freedom of mind, 
that isneceſlary. Therefore much care muſt be taken, to 
clear theſe, inthe moſt familiar and demonſtrative man» 
ner that is poſſible. 

They may be reduced to theſe Five chief Ones. Firſt, 
That the true Church cannot Err. Secondly, That out 
of the true Church there is no ſalvation. Thirdly, That 
the caſeof the Church of Rome is much ſafer than ours 
153 ſince the Church of Ergl/and acknowledges a poſhtbi- 
lity of ſalvation in the Church of Romez which they on 
the other hand deny to the Church of England. Fourthly, 
That unleſs there be a Supreme Judg ſet up, we can be 
{ure of nothing in Religion, but mnſt fall into many Fa- 
Ctions and Parties. And Fifty, That the Reformation was 
but a Novelcy begun in the former Age, and carried on 
in this Nation, out of an ill defignz and managed with 
much Sacriledge. 

The Firſt of theſe ſeemed neceſſary to be cleared in 
the beginning of this Diſcourſe,and I am deceived ifit was 
not done convincingly. And for the Second we agree 
to it, That out of the true Church there is no Salvation. 

But then the Queſtion comes, What makes one a 
Member of the true Church 2 The Scriptures call the 


Church the Body of Chriſt, of which he 1s the Head. Eph. 1.22.23- 


So then whoever are joined to Chriſt according to the 
Goſpel, muſt be within the true Church. But the deceit 
that lies hid under this, 1s, That from hence they fancy 
that the Unity of the Church, does confiſt in an out- 
ward Communion with the See of Rowe. And upon 
that they calculate, that there muſt be an Unity in the 
Body of the Church : And that cannot be, except all 
be joined to the See of Rowe. Now, wegrant my. ' 

ut 
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but one Church, but this Unity confiſts not in an Out - 
ward Communion , though that is much to be deſired, 
but conſiſts 1n an Unity of Belief, about the effentials of 
Chriſtiamity. | 
There 1s nothing more evident, than, that even ac- 
cording to their own Principles, other Churches are not 
bound upon the hazard of Damnation to hold Commu- 
nion with the See of Roze; for it 1s not an Article of 
Faith , nor certain according to their own Doctrine , 
T hat the Pope 1s Infallible : And except that were cer- 
tain. we cannot be obliged to hold Communion under 
ſucha SanCtion with that See. For if it bepoſhble that a 
Pope may become an Heretick or Schiſmatick ( which 
many of them confeſs, and all agree that the contrary 1s 
not of Faith,) then other Churches are not in that caſe 
obliged to hold Communion with that See. If therefore 
the poſhibility of Error in that See be acknowledged, 
then holding Communion with it, cannot be the meaſure 
of the Unity ofthe Church. So we bring it to this Iſſue, 
it 1s not Hereiie toſay, The Pope may Err : Therefore 
this 15no juſt prejudice againſt our Church, becauſe we 
have departed from Communion with him, when he 
impoſed his Errors on us. Ss all the high things they 
Hoaſt of that See, come to nothing, except they ſay. 
This Propoſition is of Faith, That the Pope is Infallible. 
And for theſe Meetings that they call General Councils 3 
they were at beſt but the Councils of the Weſtern Patriar- 
chate artificially packt, and managed with much Art 3 
as appears evea from Cardinal Pallavzcinz's Hiſtory of the 
Council of Trext. 

Foe the Third Prejudice, It is the moſt diſingenuous 
thing that can be 3 Becauſe our Church is charitable, and 
modeſt in her Cenſures, and theirs 1s nncharitable , and 
cruel 1n her Judgments; therefore to conclude, ThatCom- 

munion 
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munion with themi1s ſafer, than with us. IF confidence, 
and Preſumption, Noiſe, and Arrogance, are tie marks 
tojudgoe a Church by, we muſt yield to them in theſe : 
Þut if Truth , and Peace, Charity and holy DcCtrines, 
be the better Standards, then we are as ſure, that our 
Communion 1s much fafer. Let this Rule be applied to 
the other concerns of humanlite, and it will appear how 
ridiculous an abule it is to take meaſures from ſo falſe 
a Standard. If a man were ſick, the Qneſtion comes, 
Whether he ſhall uſe an approved Phyſitian, or a Monte- 
banks. Onthe one hand, the Montebank ſayes, He will 
certainly cure him, and the Dottors will undoubt- 
edly kill him. On the other hand, the Dottor modeſtly 
fayes, he will undertake nothing, but will do the beſt 
he can 3 and for the Montebank, he tells him, It is very 
dangerous to truſt to him, though he will not deny but 
ſ>metimes great cures are done by them. The Inſolence 
ofthe Montebank will never carry 1t againſt a DoCtors 
modelty, but among weak and credulous People; and 
ſuch mult they allo be, who are taken with this Monte- 
bankry in Religion. 

But if this be taken to pieces, the folly of it will yet 
appear more mamfeſt. For Firſt , the reaſon we give 
for a poſlibility of Salvation in the Church of Rome, is, 
becauſe we look on ſuch and ſach things as the Eſſen- 
tials of Chriſtianity, which are yet retained in that 
Church : And either this Reaſoning is true or falſe. IF 
it be true, then 1t 1s as true, that we may be ſaved, 
who retain theſe Eſſentials of Chriſtianitie : IF it is falſe, 
then no Inference can be drawn from it. Secondly, Though 
we yield a poſhbility of Salyation in that Church , we 
declare that they are in great danger, by many opinions 
among them, which it fully underſtood and believed , 
do even vitiate the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity 3 parti- 
D 2 cularly 
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eularly that Foundation of Religion, The Covenant be- 
tween God and man thorough Chriſt , formerly inſiſted 
on. $0 that we declaring a Certainty of Salvation to 
thoſe who ſincerely follow the rules of our Church, and 
a great danger in their Church, The preterring their Com- 
munion to ours,upon this account,1s,as unreaſonable, as to 
{leep without ſhutting our Doors, becauſe it is poſlible 
we ſhall not be robbed, in ſo doing : Or when we are at 
Sea to prefer a Cock-boat to a good clean Ship. Theſe are 
ſuch abſurdities, that an ordinary meaſure of weakneſs 
cannot ſwallow them down. Thirdly, We are not fo 
forward as they imagine in yielding apoſlibility of Sal va- 
tion in their Church. For our conceſſion amounts ra- 
ther to this,that we do not deny it,than that we poſitively 
aftirm it : And therefore they have no reaſon to draw 
theſe advantages from it. 

4. A great difference is to be made between what God 


in the Infiniteneſs of his mercy may do, and what heis' 


bound to by the Covenant made with man in the Goſ- 
pel ; for the former we acknowledg, it 1s impoſſible to 
fix the limits of that mercy which 1s as far above our 
thoughts, as the Heavens are above the Earth. And 
how far it extends to all. ſincere minds, we are not ſo 
preſumptuous asto definez therefore we will not Damn 
at pleaſure, as they do, but we do aflert, Their Church 
is guilty of ſuch groſs Corruptions, by which the vitals 
of Religion are vitiated, that they have not that reaſon 
to claim. the Mercies of the Goſpel due by that Cove- 
nant. 

5- The Church of Rome has a dark and fair fides the 
dark fide is, what the true conſequence of their Opini- 
ons is, the fair.ſ{ide is, what ſome witty men have deviſed 
to palliate theſe corruptions with, and to deceive the 
Vulgar by. We know many of that Communion), ei- 
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ther do not at all know theſe corrupt Doctrines, or 
have ſuch a fair repreſentation made of them, that they 
are thereby both more eaſily and more innocertly m'{led 
From hence it 1sthat we are enclined to hope more cha- 
ritably concerning ſome, that are abuſed by them. But 
for thoſe that have examined things more fully, or that 
having been bred among us, yet rej.& the Truth, and 
g0 over to them, we are not ſo much enclined to have 
ſo good hopes of them, as they imagine : So this is a 
weak and 11|-grounded concelit in all the parts of ir. 

The Fourth Prejudice, is concerning the Neceſlity of 
Submitting to ſome Common Judg, of diſtruſting our 
own reaſons, and believing the Church, without which 
there muſt be many Sects and Diviſions : and this they 
agoravate from the many different Parties that are a- 
mong us. 

But theſe are only ſpectous pretences to deceive weak 
people by. For Firſt, If it 1s neceſlary that there be a 
Common Judg, it 1s moſt neceſſary that it be known, 
who this Judge 1s, otherwiſe it 1s to no purpole to talk 
of a Judge, if they cannot point him out. This is like 
him that came to diſcover a huge Treaſure that he knew 
was hid under ground; but being asked in what place 
It was? he anſwered, he did not know that : and he be- 
lieved no body elſe knew. Some ſay the Pope is the 
Judge, others as confidently, that the Council 1s Judge 
even without the Pope, others think 1t 1s ſure work 10 
ſay, the Pope and Council together : and others ſay the 
Body of the Church ſpread over the World. 

For the Popes, fome of them have been condemne:] 
for Hereſie , and others for making Schiſm3 many of 
them have been moſt horrid men- they are generally 1g- 
norant in Divinity, being for moſt part bred: to the 
Law 
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Law : ſo that a great part of their own Church rejects 
tne Popes Infallibility. 

For Councils, they have had none theſe 1 15 years, 
and the laſt was ſo over-ruled by the Popes, that nn 
other his been defired fince : fo that 1f either a Conr- 
cil without the Pope, or with him, be the Infallibie 
Judge they have loſt their infalltbilityz and except 4 
Council were conſtantly ſttting, they can ſhew no living 
and ſpeaking Judg. Sothit c1ther this 1s not neceſſary 
to a Church, or otherwiſe they are not a compleat 
Church. And for the Body of the Church, how ſhall 
a man find out tneir ſenſe, unleſs gathered together 1n 
tome Aſſembly? or muſt a man go over Chriſtendome, 
and gather the Sufirages of all the Paſtors of the Church? 
Upon the whole matter it 1s plain that after a!l their © 
Cant:ing about the Church, they muſt ſay, that 1t 1s of 
Faith that the Pope 1s Infallible, otherwiſe they have no 
Infallible Judg, and fince a Counci! cannot be called 
but by the Pope, whatever Authority the Council has 
it can never be exerciſed, but by the Popes leave. 

And forall the ſad conſequences they ſay, follow the 
want of a Common infallible Judg, it appearsthey areun- 
der them as well as we but with this difference, that we 
plainly acknowledg, we have none, but do the beſt we 
can without one: But they, as they have none, no more 
than we, yet are under the Tyranny of one, and though 
they are not bound to believe him Infallible, yet are as 
much enſlaved to him, and obliged to obey him, as if he 
were really exempted from a'l poſlibllity of Erring. $9 
that inſhort, they are ſlaves and we are freemey:. And 
for theſe 11] conſequences, they are, we confeſs, unvaoi- 
dable : for which we have very good Authority, from 


his words, who on all fides is acknowledged to be In- 
fallible 
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fallible, that ſaid, Woe be to the World for ſcandals, for Matt. 18. 7. 


it is neceſſary that ſcandals do come. 

But to diſcuſs this Objection, which works much on 
Ignorant people, let it be conſidered that fin and Error 
are the two things, that do chieſly croſs the deſign of 
the Goſpel : and of theſe two, fin, is the more dangerous 
and deſtructive : ſince therets great reaſon to hope that 
Error cannot be ſo fata], when it infects a mind that is 0- 
therwiſe fincere, as Sin, which clear.y defaces the Image 
of God in the Soul. We onght not therefore to expect 
that the Goſpel, ſhould give any further ſecurity againſt 
Error, than 1t gives againſt S:n : Oa the contrary we 
{hould rather expect a further (ſecurity from Sin, becauſe 
it is moſt hurtful. But a!l the Proviſion made againſt 
Sin, is this, that 1n the Scriptures we are warned of the 
evil of it, and are directed to ſuch methods, and have 
the promiſes of ſuch Afhſtance, that if we uſe our endea- 
vour, we ſhall not be overcome by (in, nor periſh init: 
So asto Error, we have the ſame ſecurity. The Gol- 
pel affords us a very clear Itght for directing our Belief 
19 the moſt important things, which if we ſtudy with 
due humility, and fincerity, imploring God for the grace 
of his holy Spiric, for our inſtruction, we ſhall be pre- 
ſerved from Error. And thus the ſame proviſion is made 
againſt Error, that 1s againſt Sin. And we have.norea- 
fon to expe&t more. And as it were not fit, that Salva- 
tion ſhould be offered without obliging men to uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours, ſoit were not fit to give ſuch an ea- 
fie Remedy againſt Error, as that a man ſhould not need 
to employ his reaſon to diſcover Truth, and avoid Mt- 
ſtakes. If our Goſpel be alſo hid, it is hid in them that 
periſh. Therefore that our Searches after Truth, may 
be both encouraged and rewarded, God ſets it before us 

in 
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\.. 44.0 a Light, that it 1s our own fault 1f we do not ſee 


and follow it, But if men will etther bliadly give them- 


ſelves up, to the condutt of ſuch Guides, whoſe inte- 
reſt itis to miſl-ad them, which is the cale of the Church of 
Rome Gr out of humour, or other baſeends, will invent 
or follow ſome erroneous Tents, as other Hereticks do, 
they have themſelves to blame 5 and ſhall bear their own 
I:nquity : but they have no reaſon to caſt the fault upon 
God, or accuſe the Scriptures, of Darknets, or DefeCti ve- 
neſs, in theſe things that are neceflary to Salvation. 

I come now to the laſt Prejudice, which will require 
a fuller Diſcuſſion, becauſe it relates to matter of Fat : 
which as it is better underſtood, fo it makes deeper Im- 
prefitons on people, that are not ſo much wrought on by 
ſpeculative points, as by theſe things that fall under 
their ſ{cnles. 

They firſt Except to the Novelty of our Reformati- 
on, and always inſult with this Queſtion, Where was 
your Religion before Luther ? To this, thele things are to 
be oppoſed. Firſt, we turn back the Q teſtion, and ask 
them where was their Religion the tirit ſix hundred 
years after Chriſt 2 Where was the Wurſhip of Images, 
the Doctrine of the Corporal Preſence, of Redeeming 
out of Purgatory, of Depoling Princes, and of the Wor- 
ſbipping Saints, before the Eighth Century 2 If the Re- 
formation be now to be condemned, becauſe of its No- 
velty, theſe things werethen to be as much condemned, 
becauſe they were then Novelties. 

Secondly. If the Reformation had brought in any new 
Dudrine, its Novelty were indeed a juſt Prejudice a- 
gainſt it : but it was only thethrowing out of theſe Cor- 
ruptions which had been brought 1n, in ſome dark and 
Ignorant Ages. 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly. The DoGtine of the Reformed Church, is 
no other than what Chriſt and his Apoftles taught 3 and 
what the Church believed for many Ages atter them. 
And as to the Poſitive part of it, it has beea ſtill held by 
the Church of Rowe, and is yet acknowledged by them : 
but with ſo many Additions, that there was a Neceſl1- 
ty of Reforming theſe : And this is often to be inculca- 
ted in them, that there is no Article of Faith, nor any 
other material point of Religion, among us that*iscon- 
demned by the Church of Rome. They only blame us 
becauſe we do not in many other points believe as they 
do; and this we ought not to do, unleſs we could ſee 
an equal Authcrity binding us to all alike. 

Another Exception is, that in the Reformation we 
made a S:hiſm.and broke the Unity of the Church, whereas 
if there had been any things amiſs in the Church, they ſay 
the Reformers fhould have endeavoured to remove 
them, without tearing the Body of Chriſt 1n pieces. 

But in anſwer to this, we acknowledg if the things 
complained of, could have been continued without f1n, 
they ougit not to have departed from the Communion 
of other Churches : but whenthe publick Liturgies and 
the Worſhip was found to be fu!l of ſuch Corruptions, 
that without Idolatry and Superſtition, they could be no 
longer kept up, then it was not time to ſtay for the let- 
ſure of their Neighbouring Churches. 

Yer :f there had been any probable hopes, that the 
See of Rome, would have concurred infuch aRcforma- 
tion, it had been worth ſtaying for, aslong, as was pol- 
ſible. But when it was on the contrary, apparent, that 
all the moſt juſt Remonſtrances made to that Court, 
were anſwered at-beft with delays and Excufes, it not 
with Excommunications and other cenfures 3 they had. 


E No 


(32) 
no reaſon to expet any concurrence from thence. So 
the caſe being thus put, that they diſcovered ſuch Cor- 
ruptions in the Worſhip of God, with which they could 
not comply any longer 5 either they were obliged to 
Worſhip God againſt their Conſciences, or to lay afide 
all publick Worſhip, or elſe to caft out theſe Corrupti- 
ons by a Reformation. Let any man of good reaſon 
judge, whether the laſt of theſe was not to becho- 
{en ? 

There was no Obligation lyings on this Church to 
wait for the pleaſure of the Court of Rowe, or our 
neighbouring Churches mn this matter. We are a free 
and Independent Church : we owe a charitable and 
neighbourly Correſpondence to —_ Churches 3 but 
we are ſubje&ttonone of them. And according tothe 
expreſs Deciſion of one of the firſt General Councils, in 
the like caſe, we were no way ſubordinate to the See of 
Rome, even as it was the Patriarchate of the Weſt. 
Themſelves do confeſs that it is no Hereſte to'ſay, That 
See is Fallible : and therefore we were not obliged to 
dance attendance at that Court, when we diſcovered 
the Corruptions, with which it had deceived the 
World; but might in our National or Provincial Synods 
at home, examine and Reform whatever errors were 
among us. And the multitude of thoſe who held theſe 
errors, could be no juſt ground for delaying any advan- 
ces towards aReformationz no more than in the ancient 
Church, the Orthodox Biſhops when cholen into a See 
corrupted with - Arrianiſm , were obliged becauſe that 
Contagion was generally ſpread, to make no attempts 
toward Reformation. 

They Except further, That the Reformation was be- 
gun here by a vitious Prince , King Herry the mw, 

| who 
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who partly out of revenge, becauſe the Pope would not 
grant his deſire about the Divorce of his Queen, and 
partly to-enrich himſelf and his Courtiers with the ſale 
of Abbey-lands did ſuffer thefe DoQtrins firſt to- take 
head here : and therefore they can have no good opinion 
of any thing that came from {0 wicked a man, wx | upon. 
ſuch ill motaves. 

If this be a good Argument againſt the Reformation, 
it was as good againſt Chriitianity upon Conſftantine's 
turning Chriſtian 3 for the Heathen Writers repreſent 
him with as black a character as they can do King Hcary. 
But we mult not think ill of every thing that is done 
by a bad man, and upon an ill Principle : Otherwiſe it 
we had lived in Z*h#s days, the lame Plea would have 
been as ſtrong, tor keeping up the Idolatry of Baal: ſince 
Fehu had in a very unſincere manner deltroyed it : and 
yet God rewarded him for what he had done. 

But whatever might have been King Fernry's ſecret 
motives, his proceedings were reguiar and juitifiable. 
He found himielf married to her that had been his own 
Brothers Wite , contrary to the expreſs words of 'the 
Law of God. The Popes Legat, and his own Conteſlor 
and all the Biſhops. of #zg/azd (except one) thought his 
fcruples were well grounded. Upon which according 
to the ſuperſtition of that time, he made his applicati- 
ons to the Court of Rowe for a Divorce : which were at 
firſt well received, and a Bull was granted. Afterwards 
ſome defeCts being found in that, a more ample one was 
deſired, which was alſo granted : and Legats were ap- - 
pointed to try the matter. But the Pope ſoon after turn- 
ed over to the Emperors Party, whoſe Aunt the Queen 


was : and was thereupon prevailed with, to recall the - - 


Legats Commiſſion, deſtroy the Bull, andcite the King 
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to appear at Pome, where all things and perſons were at 
the Emperors devotion. Upon all this, the King did ex- 
poſtulate with the Pope, that either his buſineſs was juſt, 
or unjuſt : if it was juſt why did he recall what he had 
granted, and put him off with ſuch delays. If it was 
not juſt, vw hy did he at firſt grant the Bull for the Di- 
vorce. this was unanſwerable, but the Pope did ſtill feed 
lim with falſe hopes, yet would do nothing. Upon 
which he conſulted the chief Univerſities, and the moſt 
lcarned men in Chriſtendom, about his Marriage. Twelve 
famous Univerſities, and above an hundred learned Do- 
Qors, did declare under their hands and Seals ({ome wri- 
ting larger Treatiſes about it) that his Marriage was a- 
gainlt the Law of God. And that in that caſe the Popes 
Diſpenſation, which had allowed the Marriage, was void 
of it ſelf. So after the King had been kept in ſuſpence 
from December 1527 till February 1533. above ſix years, 
he ſet his Divines to examin what authority the Pope 
had in Zz2lard, either by the Law of God, or the pra- 
tice of the Primitive Church, or the Law of the Land , 
and after a long and accurate ſearch, they found He had 
no authority at all in Fzzland, neither by the Laws of 


God, of the Church, nor of the Land : fo this Deciſion 
was not made raſ{hly, nor of a ſudden. 


The Popes Authority being thus caſt off, it was Na- 
tural in the next place to Conſider, what Doftines were 
then held in Exgland, upon no other grounds than Papal 
Decrees. For it vas abſurd to reje@ the Popes power 3 
and yet to retain theſe Opinions, which had no better 
Foundarion than his Authority, Upon this many of the 
things, which had been for ſome Ages received in the 


Church of Rowe, fell under debate : And, a great 


many 
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many particulars were reformed, Yet, that King was 
ſo leavened with the Old Superſtition, that the progreſs 
of the Reformation, was but flow during his Reign. 
But it was carried on to a further perfe&ion, under King 
Edward, and Queen Elizabeth. In all their Methods of 
proceeding, there 1s nothing that can be reaſonably cen- 
ſured: if it be confeſſed that the Pope is not Infallible, 
and the whole Church of Rome, acknowledges that it is 
no Hereſie to deny his Infalltbility. 


And for the Sale of the Abby-lands, they only ſpoiled 
the ſpoilers. Forthe Afoxks, and Fryers, had put theſe 
publick cheats on the Nation , of Redeeming Souls out 
of Purgatory, going on Pi'grimages, with the worſhip 
of Saints, and Images, which were infuſed in the vulgar, 
by many lying Stories, pretended Apparitions, the falſe 
ſhew of Miracles, with other ſuch like Arts. And the 
credolous and ſuperſtitious Multitudes were thereby 
wrought on, to endow theſe Houſes with their beſt 
Lands, and adorn their Churches with their Plate aud 
richeſt Furniture. It was not to be expected that when 
their Impoſtures were diſcovered, they ſhould enjoy the 
ſpoil they had made by them : nor was it for the pub- 
Iick intereſt of the Nation to give ſuch encouragement 
to idleneſs, as the converting all theſe Houſes to Founda- 
tions for an unaftive life would have been. Many of 
them were applied to good Uſes, Bifſhopricks, Cathedral 
and Collegiate Churches, Hoſpitals, and free Schools : 
And more of them ought indeed to have been converted 
to theſe ends. But the exceſſes of King Hezry , and his 
Courtiers, muſt nat be charged on the Reformersz; who 
did all they could to hinder tem. 


And 
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And thus all theſe prejudices with which the Vulgar 
are miſled, appear to be very unjuſt, and ill grounded. 
In concluſion, If by theſe or ſuch like conſiderations, 
any that are now of that Communion, can be brought 
to mind Religion inearneft, confidering it, as a Deſign 
to ſave their Souls, by making them truly pure and holy 3 
and ſo reconciling them to God through Chriſt : And 
if they will examine Matters without Partiality, ſeeking 
the truth and reſolving to. follow it > wherever they 
find it 5 and joyn with their Enquiries, earneſt Prayers 
to God, the Father of lights, to open their eyes, and 
grant them his Holy Spirit, to tead them, into. all truth ; 
there i&little doubt to be made, but the great Evidence 
that is in Truth, will in due time appear ſo clear tothem, 
as to diflipate all theſe miſts, which Education, implicite 
Faith, and Superſtition have raiſed, by which they have 
hitherto darkened. 


